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Rock Music's Evolution (1970s)

As rock music became the 

dominant form of popular music, 

new bands built on their 

predecessors’ strengths while 

branching out into new sonic 

territory.



Led Zeppelin gave rock a darker, heavier tone, 

becoming one of the ‘70s’ most popular bands 

and helping to kick-start a new genre known 

as hard rock or heavy metal.

Around the same time, Pink Floyd added 

psychedelic elements and complex arrangements, 

creating concept albums tied together by a single 

theme and meant to be absorbed in a single 

sitting. Records like Dark Side of the Moon were 

credited with spawning the progressive rock 

movement.





In the late ‘70s, as a response to what they 

perceived as pretentious “hippie” bands such 

as Pink Floyd, groups like the Sex 

Pistols and the Clash simplified rock down to 

its core ingredients: loud guitars, rude 

attitude and enraged singing. Punk was 

born.



https://youtu.be/qbmWs6Jf5dc

https://youtu.be/aUzBgeI5dpc

The Sex Pistols

The Clash

https://youtu.be/qbmWs6Jf5dc
https://youtu.be/aUzBgeI5dpc


Hard rock, arena rock and heavy metal

The 1970s saw the emergence of hard rock as 

one of the most prominent subgenres of rock 

music. Bands like Alice Cooper and Deep 

Purple were highly popular by 1972.The guitar 

sounds became heavier and the riffs faster. By 

the second half of the decade, several bands 

had achieved star status, namely, Lynyrd 

Skynyrd, Aerosmith and Kiss. Arena rock grew 

in popularity through progressive bands 

like Styx and hard rock bands like Boston



https://youtu.be/zUwEIt9ez7M

Deep Purple

Alice Cooper

https://youtu.be/zUwEIt9ez7M


https://youtu.be/sm-Vh3j8sys

https://youtu.be/SSR6ZzjDZ94

Styx

Boston

https://youtu.be/sm-Vh3j8sys
https://youtu.be/SSR6ZzjDZ94


Heavy metal music gained a cult 

following in the 1970s, led by Led 

Zeppelin, Black Sabbath and Deep 

Purple, with their styles later 

influencing other bands like Judas 

Priest and Motörhead, which 

eventually started the New Wave of 

British Heavy Metal in the 1980s.



Psychedelic rock declined in 

popularity after the deaths of Jimi 

Hendrix and Jim Morrison and 

the breakup of The Beatles.



Soft rock and singer-songwriter

Soft rock was prominently featured on many Top 

40 and contemporary hit radio stations throughout the 

1970s. Soft rock often used acoustic instruments and 

placed emphasis on melody and harmonies. Major 

soft rock artists of the 1970s included Carole 

King, James Taylor, Billy Joel, Chicago, America, 

and Fleetwood Mac, whose Rumours (1977) was the 

best-selling album of the decade. Bob Dylan's 1975-

1976 Rolling Thunder Revue reunited him with a 

number of folk-rock acts from his early days of 

performing, most notably Joan Baez.



https://youtu.be/MOKx0xy8QE8

https://youtu.be/JOIo4lEpsPY

https://youtu.be/gxEPV4kolz0

Carole King

James Taylor

Billy Joel

https://youtu.be/MOKx0xy8QE8
https://youtu.be/JOIo4lEpsPY
https://youtu.be/gxEPV4kolz0


https://youtu.be/iUAYeN3Rp2E

https://youtu.be/zSAJ0l4OBHM

https://youtu.be/mrZRURcb1cM

Chicago

America

Fleetwood Mac

https://youtu.be/iUAYeN3Rp2E
https://youtu.be/zSAJ0l4OBHM
https://youtu.be/mrZRURcb1cM


A large number of country-pop and soft rock songs 

fit into the singer-songwriter classification — that 

is, songs written and recorded by the same 

person. Some of the most successful singer-

songwriter artists were Jackson Browne, Eric 

Carmen, Jim Croce, John Denver, Steve 

Goodman, Arlo Guthrie, Billy Joel, Dave 

Mason, Don McLean, Joni Mitchell, Paul Simon, 

James Taylor and Neil Young. Some artists —

including Carole King, Kris Kristofferson, 

and Gordon Lightfoot — had previously been 

primarily songwriters but began releasing albums 

and songs of their own.



King's album Tapestry became one of the 

top-selling albums of the decade, and the 

song "It's Too Late" became one of the 

1970s biggest songs. McLean's 1971 song 

"American Pie," inspired by the death of 

Buddy Holly, became one of popular 

music's most-recognized songs of the 20th 

century, thanks to its abstract and vivid 

storytelling, which center around "The Day 

the Music Died" and popular music of the 

rock era.



https://youtu.be/y5ecvBaqHBk

Don McLean

https://youtu.be/y5ecvBaqHBk


The early 1970s marked the departure of Diana 

Ross from The Supremes and the breakup 

of Simon & Garfunkel. Ross, Simon and Art 

Garfunkel all continued hugely successful 

recording careers throughout the decade and 

beyond. Several of their songs are listed among 

the biggest hits of the 1970s: Simon & 

Garfunkel's "Bridge Over Troubled Water," 

Simon's solo hit "50 Ways to Leave Your 

Lover," and Ross' "Ain't No Mountain High 

Enough." 



https://youtu.be/ABXtWqmArUU

https://youtu.be/4szjSq3uxQI

Paul Simon

Diana Ross

https://youtu.be/ABXtWqmArUU
https://youtu.be/4szjSq3uxQI


Country rock and Southern rock

Country rock, formed from the fusion of rock 

music with country music, gained its greatest 

commercial success in the 1970s, beginning with 

non-country artists such as Bob Dylan, Gram 

Parsons and The Byrds. By the mid-1970s, Linda 

Ronstadt, along with other newer artists such 

as Emmylou Harris and The Eagles, were enjoying 

mainstream success and popularity that continues 

to this day. The Eagles themselves emerged as 

one of the most successful rock acts of all time, 

producing albums that included Hotel 

California (1976). 



https://youtu.be/dAWS8BLFbPs

https://youtu.be/TQ4jehpLCT0

https://youtu.be/UI3F687SsoU

Linda Rondstat

Emmylou Harris

The Eagles

https://youtu.be/dAWS8BLFbPs
https://youtu.be/TQ4jehpLCT0
https://youtu.be/UI3F687SsoU


During the 1970s, a similar style of country 

rock called Southern rock (fusing rock, 

country and blues music, and focusing on 

electric guitars and vocals) was enjoying 

popularity with country audiences, thanks 

to such non-country acts as Lynyrd 

Skynyrd, The Allman Brothers Band, the 

Charlie Daniels Band and The Marshall 

Tucker Band.



https://youtu.be/SM3jgkChV6M

https://youtu.be/6VxoXn-0Ezs

Lynyrd Skynyrd

The Allman Brothers

https://youtu.be/SM3jgkChV6M
https://youtu.be/6VxoXn-0Ezs


https://youtu.be/McIxMlOXbS0

https://youtu.be/dlc6xCPx60U

Charlie Daniels Band

Marshall Tucker Band

https://youtu.be/McIxMlOXbS0
https://youtu.be/dlc6xCPx60U


Progressive rock

The American brand of prog rock varied from the eclectic 

and innovative Frank Zappa, Captain Beefheart, and 

Blood, Sweat and Tears, to more pop rock oriented 

bands like Boston, Foreigner, Kansas, Journey, and Styx. 

These, beside British bands Jethro Tull, Supertramp, 

and Electric Light Orchestra, all demonstrated a prog rock 

influence and while ranking among the most 

commercially successful acts of the 1970s, issuing in the 

era of pomp or arena rock, which would last until the 

costs of complex shows (often with theatrical staging 

and special effects), would be replaced by more 

economical rock festivals as major live venues in the 

1990s.



https://youtu.be/smZA9Jv3qH0

https://youtu.be/aV22RVJDxyw

https://youtu.be/MRlWbzdmJQA

Frank Zappa

Captain Beefheart

Blood, Sweat, & Tears

https://youtu.be/smZA9Jv3qH0
https://youtu.be/aV22RVJDxyw
https://youtu.be/MRlWbzdmJQA


New Wave

Many American bands in the late 

seventies began experimenting 

with synthesizers, forming the new 

wave style. The original American bands 

included Talking Heads, The Cars, 

and Devo. 



https://youtu.be/66wxY8H4Mu0

https://youtu.be/Z5-rdr0qhWk

https://youtu.be/IIEVqFB4WUo

Talking Heads

The Cars

Devo

https://youtu.be/66wxY8H4Mu0
https://youtu.be/Z5-rdr0qhWk
https://youtu.be/IIEVqFB4WUo


Power pop

Combining elements of punk 

rock and pop music, bands such 

as The Romantics, The Knack, 

and Cheap Trick created the "power 

pop" sound. Also seeing mild success 

is Loverboy.



https://youtu.be/g1T71PGd-J0

https://youtu.be/BJs_L7yq5qE

The Knack

Cheap Trick

https://youtu.be/g1T71PGd-J0
https://youtu.be/BJs_L7yq5qE


Blues rock

Blues rock remains popular, with Eric 

Clapton, ZZ Top, and George 

Thorogood and Bob Seger seeing the 

greatest success.



https://youtu.be/uMD_Ej3ATvo

https://youtu.be/IyhJ69mD7xI

ZZ Top

George Thorogood

https://youtu.be/uMD_Ej3ATvo
https://youtu.be/IyhJ69mD7xI


Disco

For many people, disco is the genre of 

music most readily associated with the 

1970s. First appearing in dance clubs 

by the middle of the decade, (with such 

hits as "The Hustle" by Van McCoy), 

songstresses like Donna Summer,  

Gloria Gaynor and Anita Ward 

popularized the genre and were 

described in subsequent decades as 

the "disco divas."



https://youtu.be/1IdEhvuNxV8

https://youtu.be/Tth-8wA3PdY

https://youtu.be/URAqnM1PP5E

https://youtu.be/1IdEhvuNxV8
https://youtu.be/Tth-8wA3PdY
https://youtu.be/URAqnM1PP5E


The movie Saturday Night Fever was 

released in December 1977, starring John 

Travolta and featuring the music of the Bee 

Gees and several other artists. It had the 

effect of setting off disco mania in the United 

States. the Bee Gees' soundtrack 

to Saturday Night Fever became the best-

selling album of all time until 1983 

when Michael Jackson's Thriller broke that 

record.



https://youtu.be/oQwNN-0AgWc

https://youtu.be/oQwNN-0AgWc


Almost as quickly as disco's popularity came, 

however, it soon fell out of favor. The genre 

started to become increasingly commercialized, 

and the large number of disco songs flooding the 

radio airwaves in 1978-1979 resulted in a 

growing backlash against it, as epitomized by 

the "Disco Demolition Night" stunt by a 

Chicago disc jockey at a July 1979 baseball 

game at Comiskey Park. Disco clubs also gained 

a reputation as decadent places where people 

engaged in drug use and promiscuous sex. 





The popularity of the genre waned, and 

1980s "Funkytown" by Lipps Inc. was one 

of the last disco hits. Along with the demise 

of disco came the end of the 

orchestrations and musical instruments 

which had become associated with disco, 

in part because of the high cost of 

producing such music. 



Electronic and synthesized music quickly 

replaced the lush orchestral sounds of the 

1970s and rock music resurged in popularity 

with new wave bands such as Blondie, The 

Knack,  and Devo all who formed their 

bands in the 1970s. Many artists such as 

The Bee Gees, who came to be associated 

with disco, found it difficult to sell records or 

concert tickets in the 1980s.



https://youtu.be/WGU_4-5RaxU

https://youtu.be/WGU_4-5RaxU


R&B and urban

Along with disco, funk was one of the most popular 

genres of music in the 1970s. Primarily an African-

American genre, it was characterized by the heavy use of 

bass and "wah-wah" pedals. Rhythm was emphasized 

over melody. Artists such as James Brown, The 

Meters, Parliament-Funkadelic and Sly And The Family 

Stone pioneered the genre. It then spawned artists such 

as Stevie Wonder, The Brothers Johnson, Earth, Wind & 

Fire, Bootsy's Rubber Band, King Floyd, Tower of 

Power, Ohio Players, The Commodores, War, Kool & the 

Gang, Confunkshun, Slave, Cameo, the Bar-Kays, Zapp, 

and many more.



https://youtu.be/od-5gCO_PGE

https://youtu.be/Jwe-g3GgJA0

https://youtu.be/Jwe-g3GgJA0

https://youtu.be/od-5gCO_PGE
https://youtu.be/Jwe-g3GgJA0
https://youtu.be/Jwe-g3GgJA0


The Jackson 5 became one of the biggest pop-music 

phenomena of the 1970s, playing from a repertoire 

of rhythm and blues, soul, pop and later disco. The 

Jacksons - brothers Jackie, Tito, Jermaine, Marlon, 

and Michael — the first act in recording history to have 

their first four major label singles: "I Want You Back", 

"ABC", "The Love You Save", and "I'll Be There" reach 

the top of the Billboard Hot 100. The band served as 

the launching pad for the solo careers of their lead 

singers Jermaine and Michael, and while Jermaine had 

some success, it was Michael who would transform his 

early fame into greater success as an adult artist, with 

songs such as "Don't Stop 'Til You Get Enough" and 

"Rock with You."



https://youtu.be/ho7796-au8UABC

https://youtu.be/s3Q80mk7bxEI Want You Back 

The Love You Save https://youtu.be/a6GvJvdO6Ag

I’ll Be There https://youtu.be/W-apaIOOoAo?list=RDW-apaIOOoAo

https://youtu.be/ho7796-au8U
https://youtu.be/s3Q80mk7bxE
https://youtu.be/a6GvJvdO6Ag
https://youtu.be/W-apaIOOoAo?list=RDW-apaIOOoAo


The Commodores were another group that 

played from a diverse repertoire, including 

R&B, funk and pop. Lionel Richie, who 

went on to even greater success as a solo 

artist in the 1980s, fronted the group's 

biggest 1970s hits, including "Easy," 

"Three Times a Lady" and "Still."



https://youtu.be/rQUZj57oljA

https://youtu.be/B4dl6JSf-bc

Easy

Three Times a Lady

https://youtu.be/rQUZj57oljA
https://youtu.be/B4dl6JSf-bc


Pop

Some of the more notable pop groups 

during the 1970s were the Carpenters, 

the Jackson 5, Bay City Rollers, The Guess 

Who, KC and the Sunshine Band, 

the Osmonds and Queen.



https://youtu.be/oaOyoVS-IAI

https://youtu.be/57g5Z_3kXOE

https://youtu.be/gkqfpkTTy2w

https://youtu.be/oaOyoVS-IAI
https://youtu.be/57g5Z_3kXOE
https://youtu.be/gkqfpkTTy2w


https://youtu.be/l3fZuW-aJsg

https://youtu.be/5yrx9pezxF8

https://youtu.be/2ZBtPf7FOoM

https://youtu.be/l3fZuW-aJsg
https://youtu.be/5yrx9pezxF8
https://youtu.be/2ZBtPf7FOoM


Male soloists who characterized the pop 

music of the era included Barry 

Manilow, Eric Carmen, Leo Sayer, Shaun 

Cassidy and Rod Stewart. Female soloists 

who epitomized the 1970s 

included Cher, Carly Simon, Dionne 

Warwick, Barbra Streisand, Rita Coolidge, 

and Helen Reddy.



Other developments

In the second half of the decade, a 1950s 

nostalgia movement prompted 

the Rockabilly Revival fad. The Stray 

Cats led the revival into the early 1980s.

https://youtu.be/0RxBHRZpIdg

Billy Joel provided "Piano Man" and "Only 

The Good Die Young". Also symbolizing this 

trend was the hit movie Grease in 1978, 

starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-

John.    

https://youtu.be/0RxBHRZpIdg


Tying in with the nostalgia craze, several stars of the late 

1950s and early 1960s successfully revived their 

careers during the early- to mid-1970s after several 

years of inactivity. The most successful of these 

were Ricky Nelson ("Garden Party", 

1972), https://youtu.be/uC_WgcqwdUc

Neil Sedaka ("Laughter in the Rain" and "Bad Blood", 

both 1975), https://youtu.be/SsYIiY2wnyU

and Frankie Valli as both a solo artist (1975's "My Eyes 

Adored You") https://youtu.be/qR2u9lLAq8c and 

with The Four Seasons (1976's "December 1963 (Oh, 

What A Night)"). https://youtu.be/nDxhugRKZ8g

https://youtu.be/uC_WgcqwdUc
https://youtu.be/SsYIiY2wnyU
https://youtu.be/qR2u9lLAq8c
https://youtu.be/nDxhugRKZ8g


Two of popular music's most successful artists 

died within six weeks of each other in 1977: Elvis 

Presley (on August 16) and Bing Crosby (on 

October 14). Presley—whose top 1970s hit was 

"Burning Love" in 1972— ranked among the top 

artists of the rock era, while Crosby was among 

the most successful pre-rock era artists.

The early seventies also marked the deaths of 

rock legends Jim Morrison, Janis Joplin, and Jimi 

Hendrix as well as the plane crash in 1977 in 

which three members of Lynyrd Skynyrd were 

killed.



The 1970’s – The Decade That Changed Rock

The main goal of 1970’s musicians was to get 

away from music that came with the peace and 

love theme of the 1960’s. They did just that by 

adding sizzling guitar riffs, raw emotional lyrics 

and plenty of distortion. Bands from the 70’s 

changed the way rock music was played, the way 

it was recorded and who could play it. The rock 

groups of the 1970’s shaped the rock genre into 

what it is today.



During the 1970’s, there was very little 

separation between different genres of 

music. Everything was known as rock music 

and was based off of the gospel and blues 

music of the 50’s and 60’s. The bands and 

artists of this time created what would later 

become the different types of rock we know 

today such as: Punk Rock, Progressive 

Rock, Hard Rock, Shock Rock, Glam 

Rock, Grunge, Emo, Indie Rock, 

Alternative and Heavy Metal.



Another way that the artists and bands from the 

1970’s shaped the rock genre into what it is today is 

by making it ‘okay’ for girls to play and sing rock 

music. The Runaways, which formed in 1975 was 

the first all girl rock band. 

https://youtu.be/dqEh8OBQfmY

Ann and Nancy Wilson, Stevie Nicks and Pat 

Benatar were also some of the female artists that 

helped pave the way for girls to play rock. Without 

them, The Spice Girls, Cherri Bomb, The Pretty 

Reckless, Grace Potter, Avril Lavigne, Alanis 

Morrisette and Pink may have never even thought 

about picking up an instrument or going into the 

music business.

https://youtu.be/dqEh8OBQfmY


Lita Ford

Joan Jett



Groups of the 1970’s also changed the way music was 

played and recorded. The 70’s brought new changes in 

technology. Synthesizers became increasingly popular 

in the 70’s and were used by many Progressive rock 

bands like Pink Floyd and Genesis. Most bands stuck 

with the I-IV-V blues harmony, with the exception of 

the Progressive bands from the decade. Simplistic 

three chord songs were popular at the time. Bands 

started incorporating more and more distortion and 

effects pedals into their music as the seventies went 

on. The Ibanez Tube Screamer, MXR Phase 90, MXR 

Phase 45 effects pedals and ESP, Godin, and Taylor 

guitars came out in the early 70’s. These all helped to 

advance songwriting and recording.



Bands from this decade also helped to start the 

trend of summer music festivals. Woodstock 

was the first of the summer music festivals. The 

first Woodstock festival was in 1969 in Bethel, 

New York. There were four more in 1979, 1989, 

1994 and 1999. Without this festival we most likely 

wouldn’t have had Ozzfest, The Orion Festival, 

Rock in Rio, Rock on the Range, Coachella, 

Bonnaroo and Bamboozle. These festivals have 

given bands, known and unknown more of an 

opportunity to get their music out there.



In the late 1970’s, more and more injuries, riots and 

deaths started to happen at concert venues. On 

December 3rd, 1979, eleven fans of The Who were 

trampled and killed and twenty three fans were injured 

outside of the Riverfront Coliseum in Cincinnati, Ohio 

when they made a rush for the doors, mistakenly thinking 

that the venue was open. Riots broke out at a Rolling 

Stone concert in 1972. In 1977, a Led Zeppelin concert 

was postponed, causing a riot that injured around one 

hundred fans. Tragedies and riots that occurred in the 

seventies caused an increase in concert security and 

more safety measures that have made today’s concerts 

much safer.





The rock groups of the 1970’s shaped the 

rock genre into what it is today. Artists from 

this decade have inspired generations of 

people to start playing an instrument or to 

sing. They paved the way for female artists, 

music festivals and the advancement of 

effects in music. These are just some of the 

many ways that the 70’s have shaped our 

rock genre today.



1960s Influence
By the end of the 1960s rock and pop music reflected the 

explosive change and growth that was happening in 

society at large. Bands and musicians as diverse as the 

Kinks, Jim Morrison, and John Fogerty were pushing the 

boundaries of the music, creating new forms ("rock 

operas" and concept or theme albums), and marrying 

music to fashion and image to an unprecedented 

degree. Meanwhile, an increasingly pervasive media was 

covering the younger generation as never before—their 

tastes, their fads, and their political opinions. Talented 

guitarists such as Jimi Hendrix and Eric Clapton were 

hailed as gods, while black- or blues-inspired vocalists 

such as Janis Joplin and Mick Jagger lent credibility to 

rock singing. 



Innovation in the studio (the Beatles) and 

scorching pyrotechnics onstage (the Who) 

combined to give rock the new aura of art. And 

the soaring popularity of soul, rhythm and blues, 

and jazz styles among white and black 

audiences made color seem both empowering 

("Black is beautiful") and irrelevant, as millions 

turned on to the sounds of Motown artists, Sly 

Stone, and Aretha Franklin. Rock music reached 

a zenith of creativity, influence, and range even 

as it united youthful audiences with its social, 

political, and cultural relevance.



As the 1960s became the 1970s, the sense of 

cultural unity built around rock music began to 

erode. Like artists and writers of the period, 

musicians felt that the limits had been reached, 

that the universal high was over. The Beatles 

broke up, then in succession Hendrix, Joplin, and 

Morrison died. Millions of young Americans, 

disappointed by the failure of social revolution 

and their own utopian ideals, turned inward to 

more personal goals. This new era of self-

importance (and self-indulgence) was labeled the 

“me decade” by Tom Wolfe and "The Culture of 

Narcissism" by Christopher Lasch. 



The rock audience fragmented into smaller 

groups, each preferring its own favorite sound 

and style—soul versus hard rock, radio pop 

versus reggae, funk versus southern boogie, jazz 

rock versus singer-songwriters. In some cases 

such diversity made for exciting new music; more 

often, though, the new rock music sounded stale, 

homogenized, and largely interchangeable.

Rock music made more money than ever in the 

1970s, but it failed to seize the public imagination 

through blockbuster albums, corporate-sponsored 

tours, and progressive radio formats. By mid-

decade it had never sounded more tired.



Album Rock

The burgeoning sense of rock as an art form in 

the late 1960s left its mark on rock in the 1970s: 

the album, not the single, was the new yardstick 

of serious rock. Although many artists contributed 

pompous, long-winded concept albums during the 

decade, many classics were produced. British 

bands such as the Who and the Rolling Stones 

were at the forefront of album rock in the early 

1970s, the Who issuing Who's Next (1971) and 

the double set Quadrophenia (1973) and the 

Stones releasing Sticky Fingers (1971) and their 

double album Exile on Main Street (1972). 



Bob Dylan, meandering through most of his 

records since 1966, came back in 1974 

with Blood on the Tracks. Led Zeppelin's 

untitled 1971 release (often called "ZoSo") is 

considered among their best recordings, 

while Aerosmith's Toys in the Attic (1975) is 

a prime example of hard rock. 

https://youtu.be/mO-p_eSe8yU

Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the Moon (1973) 

proved so definitive a statement that it 

remained on the charts for fifteen years.

https://youtu.be/mO-p_eSe8yU


The year 1970 produced several lasting albums, including 

Rod Stewart's Every Picture Tells a Story, Van 

Morrison's Moondance, Creedence Clearwater 

Revival's Cosmos Factory, and Velvet Underground’s 

Loaded. David Bowie's Ziggy Stardust (1972) epitomized 

glam (glamour) rock. Bruce Springsteen's Born to 

Run and Patti Smith's Horses (both 1975) turned out to 

be highly influential, as did the debut albums The 

Ramones (1976) and The Clash (1977). Reggae

produced an enduring soundtrack in The Harder They 

Come (1973), as soul did in Superfly (1972). Other soul 

classics were Marvin Gaye's What's Goin' On and Sly 

Stone's possible answer There's a Riot Goin' On (both 

1971).





Singer-Songwriters

The singer-songwriters were an offshoot of the hippie 

sensibility of the late 1960s. Folksingers such as Joan 

Baez and Judy Collins, who used music for political 

and social protest or enlightenment, gradually gave way to 

singers with more personal agendas. Joni Mitchell made 

the transition, as did Neil Young 

https://youtu.be/Eh44QPT1mPEand Paul Simon when 

they left successful groups (Crosby, Stills, Nash and 

Young; Simon and Garfunkel) to become solo acts. Their 

writing began to express emotions of frustration, confusion, 

and loss that were tempered by a sense of irony and 

humor. 

https://youtu.be/Eh44QPT1mPE


Joan Baez

Neil Young

Judy Collins



The style of most singer-songwriters was highly 

confessional, which could be both refreshingly 

candid and irritatingly self-indulgent. Randy 

Newman https://youtu.be/8bfyS-S-IJs

contributed straight-faced satires. Leonard Cohen 

tackled romance with wit and sophistication. Van 

Morrison howled through the depths of loneliness. 

Dylan reemerged singing about uneasy 

commitments. Women had huge success, 

particularly in the early 1970s, as singers of their 

own material. Carole King’s Tapestry (1970), an 

album of upbeat but cynical folk pop, sold in the 

millions. 

https://youtu.be/8bfyS-S-IJs


Carly Simon ("That's the Way I've Always Heard It Should 

Be," "You're So Vain") https://youtu.be/Lfmp_kZ0ZfE

and Janis Ian ("At Seventeen") 

https://youtu.be/VMUz2TNMvL0

recorded classic feminist songs, and Phoebe Snow and 

Joan Armatrading added a black woman's point of view. As 

the music moved further from folk, individual personalities 

emerged. Cat Stevens tried political pop, 

https://youtu.be/eaNtV_iU61U

while Al Stewart engaged in wistful wishing. 

https://youtu.be/Lfmp_kZ0ZfE
https://youtu.be/VMUz2TNMvL0
https://youtu.be/eaNtV_iU61U


Carly Simon

Joan Armatrading

Janis Ian

Phoebe Snow



Jim Croce, https://youtu.be/EwPRm5UMe1A

Harry Chapin, https://youtu.be/etundhQa724

and Billy Joel stuck to storytelling. 

https://youtu.be/gxEPV4kolz0

Jackson Browne and Warren Zevon waxed poetic 

about love. 

And Springsteen just wanted to rock.

https://youtu.be/EwPRm5UMe1A
https://youtu.be/etundhQa724
https://youtu.be/gxEPV4kolz0


Jim Croce Harry Chapin

Warren Zevon

Jackson 

Browne



Progressive Rock

Also called art rock, progressive was a style rooted 

in England, where a sense of history and class 

distinction made popular the influence of classical 

sources on rock music. Borrowing motifs from 

classical composers and imagery from myths, 

legends, and poetry, British bands such as 

Emerson, Lake, and Palmer; the Moody Blues; King 

Crimson; Yes; and Genesis displayed their technical 

virtuosity in ambitious songs and dense albums. 

During the decade almost every band dabbled in 

progressive rock at some point, from Deep Purple to 

Jethro Tull.



Emerson, Lake, and Palmer 

https://youtu.be/N7zFTcUE1Mc

The Moody Blues 

https://youtu.be/9muzyOd4Lh8

King Crimson 

https://youtu.be/3DWgEtMP6NY

Yes https://youtu.be/-Tdu4uKSZ3M

https://youtu.be/N7zFTcUE1Mc
https://youtu.be/9muzyOd4Lh8
https://youtu.be/3DWgEtMP6NY
https://youtu.be/-Tdu4uKSZ3M


Emerson, Lake, and Palmer

The Moody BluesYes

King Crimson



Led Zeppelin made constant use of mystic imagery 

in their songs (from "Ramble On" to "Kashmir"), 

and the spacey, otherworldly sound perfected by 

Pink Floyd on Dark Side of the Moon was 

progressive rock at its most popular. The style, with 

its heavy use of synthesizers, was close in spirit to 

the "head" music popularized by late 1960s San 

Francisco bands such as the Jefferson Airplane. 

Later progressive-oriented British bands included 

Queen, ELO, Supertramp, and the Alan Parsons 

Project, while the American wave was headed by 

Kansas, Styx, and Boston.



Alan 

Parsons 

Project

Electric Light Orchestra

Queen

Supertramp



ELO https://youtu.be/lvBOZCrJsAI

Supertramp https://youtu.be/Mh3Kk5tZSmo

Kansas https://youtu.be/o-R8gHj_7v8

Styx https://youtu.be/ZXhuso4OTG4

Boston https://youtu.be/ryB11nsh5BU

https://youtu.be/lvBOZCrJsAI
https://youtu.be/Mh3Kk5tZSmo
https://youtu.be/o-R8gHj_7v8
https://youtu.be/ZXhuso4OTG4
https://youtu.be/ryB11nsh5BU


Boston

Kansas



Heavy Metal

Heavy metal was a style typified by aggressive 

guitar riffs played at a generally loud volume and 

high speed. Metal songs featured strong sexual 

overtones and sometimes violent imagery. 

However dark or decadent the subject matter, 

there was a wild, celebratory energy to the best 

hard rock that made it ideal for teenagers who 

loved to play "air guitar" (or "air drums," for that 

matter)



Anthem Rock

Not as hard as the metal bands were the purveyors of 

"anthem" rock, which promoted a partying, AM-radio 

kind of rebellion. Everyone from Aerosmith ("Dream On")

https://youtu.be/54BCLYNkFKg

to Queen ("Bohemian Rhapsody") 

https://youtu.be/fJ9rUzIMcZQ

to Slade ("Mama Weer All Crazee Now") 

https://youtu.be/RPTk5poAa1c

contributed to the fist clenching and banner waving. Alice 

Cooper was represented with his teen anthems "Eighteen" 

and "School's Out." Brownsville Station celebrated 

"Smokin' in the Boys' Room," Sweet promised and 

delivered "Action," and Gary Glitter contributed the 

cheerfully moronic "Rock and Roll Part 2."

https://youtu.be/54BCLYNkFKg
https://youtu.be/fJ9rUzIMcZQ
https://youtu.be/RPTk5poAa1c


The bands most representative of this 

distinctly teenage subgroup were Grand 

Funk Railroad, Bachman Turner 

Overdrive (BTO) 

https://youtu.be/g9vhJtLveY8

the Guess Who, 

https://youtu.be/nPqT031SWT4

and Three Dog Night

https://youtu.be/szm_SbNmK6s

All of them generally dabbled in hard rock, 

but their sensibilities were less aggressive.

https://youtu.be/g9vhJtLveY8
https://youtu.be/nPqT031SWT4
https://youtu.be/szm_SbNmK6s


Grand Funk Railroad's anthem was "We're an 

American Band." The Guess Who's trademark was 

the 1970 hit "American Woman." One of its original 

members, Randy Bachman, left soon after to form 

BTO, whose anthems included "You Ain't Seen 

Nothin Yet" https://youtu.be/7miRCLeFSJo

and "Takin' Care of Business. 

“https://youtu.be/NCIUf8eYPqA

https://youtu.be/7miRCLeFSJo
https://youtu.be/NCIUf8eYPqA


Three Dog Night had a stranger repertoire, 

running from social commentary to Joe Cocker-

ish pop. Their signature songs, however, were 

the antiparty anthem "Mama Told Me Not to 
Come" https://youtu.be/rKaQzQAlNn4
and the sublimely silly "Joy to the World." 
https://youtu.be/Dp7KfG9AjaY
A few more sophisticated entries into the form 

included the MC5 ("High School") and Britain's 

Mott the Hoople.

https://youtu.be/rKaQzQAlNn4
https://youtu.be/Dp7KfG9AjaY


Glam Rock

Less a style of music than a fashion, glam rock 

(also known as glitter rock) was a short-lived 

movement that spotlighted a growing number of 

artists who specialized in rock as theater. 

Though shock-rock artists such as Alice Cooper 

and Kiss shared some of glam's exhibitionist 

tendencies, most of the inspiration came, again, 

from England. In the late 1960s Marc Bolan and 

T-Rex mixed their decadent pop sound with 

glamorous costuming that flirted with androgyny.



KISS   Rock and Roll All Night     

https://youtu.be/L1sJhRuAahk

Shout it Out Loud    

https://youtu.be/16cEJ-CBejA

Gene Simmons theatrics 

https://youtu.be/RcuY89yIkbo

https://youtu.be/L1sJhRuAahk
https://youtu.be/16cEJ-CBejA
https://youtu.be/RcuY89yIkbo


Picking up on their theatricality, Mott the Hoople 

pushed it further by adding drag touches to their 

image. Their biggest hit was "All the Young 

Dudes," which became an underground anthem in 

the gay community. 

https://youtu.be/VkqQj8Z_aVY

The song was written by David Bowie, who 

exploded onto the rock scene with a series of arty 

albums and expensive tours in which he assumed 

the persona of a pop space alien, Ziggy Stardust, 

complete with makeup, an orange shag haircut, 

and glittery costumes.

https://youtu.be/VkqQj8Z_aVY


Bowie's gender-bending pushed the limits of camp 

and of rock theatricality. Artistically, his chameleon 

posturing allowed him to explore the possibilities of 

rock as pure image. Elton John adopted some of 

Bowie's androgynous and bisexual posing but went 

on to create his own style of costumed camp that 

was far less decadent. John's romantic sensibility 

and slick, unfailing musical instinct created a highly 

infectious and undeniably catchy brand of pop. By 

the mid-1970s he was rock's biggest superstar, 

pounding his piano in outrageous getups, selling 

out stadiums, and ruling the radio. 



English compatriots Queen, ELO, and Slade also 

made the charts with glam-rock anthems. In the 

rock underground, meanwhile, Roxy Music's 

Brian Eno (who later produced albums for 

Bowie) played with glamour-boy artifice, while 

Lou Reed https://youtu.be/0KaWSOlASWc and 

Iggy Pop (both on albums produced by Bowie) 

flirted with the darker sides of glitter's bisexuality. 

The New York Dolls slapped a campy drag look 

over their sly and street-tough rock 'n' roll, 

inspiring Kiss and the entire punk rock 

generation to form fast and loud bands.

https://youtu.be/0KaWSOlASWc


Southern Rock

Like heavy metal, southern rock attempted a return 

to basics. Boogie bands, as they were also called, 

promoted themselves as cheerfully crude hell-

raisers and good old boys, the inheritors of the 

Confederacy. Their music had roots in country and 

western and rhythm and blues styles but added the 

heavy guitar sound of hard rock. Common lyrical 

themes included whiskey, guns, and women. 



Charlie Daniels  Uneasy Rider  https://youtu.be/952h-AJ3Bcg

The Devil Went Down to Georgia https://youtu.be/DNSljt0i3TI

Lynyrd Skynyrd   I Ain’t the One  https://youtu.be/WoPGi8uWDb8

Whiskey Rock a Roller    https://youtu.be/BCr0FHHB20g

https://youtu.be/952h-AJ3Bcg
https://youtu.be/DNSljt0i3TI
https://youtu.be/WoPGi8uWDb8
https://youtu.be/BCr0FHHB20g


The pioneers of southern rock were the Allman Brothers, 

who broke through with a live album featuring Duane 

Allman's snaky slide guitar. Allman's death in 1971 altered 

the band's direction, but there were a host of successors, 

including the Charlie Daniels Band, the Marshall Tucker 

Band, the Outlaws, https://youtu.be/rKbk_dQ8Mhg Molly 

Hatchet, https://youtu.be/ci3afKw_mcY Johnny and 

Edgar Winter, .38 Special, https://youtu.be/vJtf7R_oVaw

and Black Oak Arkansas. https://youtu.be/DHVz8prFZ9c

Lynyrd Skynyrd was probably the most prominent of all, 

thanks to scorching live performances and a series of radio 

hits like "Gimme Three Steps" and "Freebird." Then, in 

1977 lead singer Ronnie Van Zant and three of the band's 

guitarists were killed in a plane crash, and the southern 

rock rebellion began to wane.

https://youtu.be/rKbk_dQ8Mhg
https://youtu.be/ci3afKw_mcY
https://youtu.be/vJtf7R_oVaw
https://youtu.be/DHVz8prFZ9c


Both Edgar and his older 

brother Johnny were born with albinism, 

and both were required to take special 

education classes in high school. Winter 

states, "In school I had a lot of friends. I 

wore a lot of white shirts to, like, blend in I 

guess. No one really gave me a hard time 

about being albino or taking special 

education classes. Then again, I wasn't 

really popular."

Edgar is known for being a multi-

instrumentalist — keyboardist, guitarist, 

saxophonist and percussionist — as well 

as a singer. His success peaked in the 

1970s with his band, The Edgar Winter 

Group, and their popular songs 

"Frankenstein" and "Free Ride".

Johnny was an American musician, singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist 

and producer. Best known for his high-energy blues-rock albums and live 

performances in the late 1960s and 1970s, Winter also produced 

three Grammy Award-winning albums for blues singer and guitarist Muddy 

Waters



Edgar Winter Group

Frankenstein   https://youtu.be/P8f-Qb-bwlU

Free Ride    https://youtu.be/7GjYlTwWQHI

https://youtu.be/P8f-Qb-bwlU
https://youtu.be/7GjYlTwWQHI


Jazz Rock

By the late 1960s groups such as Chicago; 

Santana; Billy Preston; and Blood, Sweat and 

Tears were commonly incorporating jazz sounds 

into their pop recordings. But a new group of 

innovators expanded jazz into the rock arena. 

Miles Davis added rock instrumentals and 

electronic keyboards to his early 1970s records. 

The Mahavishnu Orchestra mixed well-rehearsed 

melodies and harmonies with more traditional 

jazz stylings. Chick Corea adopted a lyric West 

Coast sound, and Herbie Hancock experimented 

first with electronic, then with rock, fusion.



Chicago     Beginnings  https://youtu.be/SmsJT_1pzQs

Saturday in the Park / Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is?

https://youtu.be/Cab_XlnJZjc

Santana    Everybody’s Everything  https://youtu.be/Qj9-jqOAikY

Billy Preston  Will it Go Round in Circles  https://youtu.be/FAVKG0I6XXA

Blood, Sweat, and Tears   Spinning Wheel https://youtu.be/aV22RVJDxyw

Lucretia McEvil  https://youtu.be/U9U34uPjz-g

https://youtu.be/SmsJT_1pzQs
https://youtu.be/Cab_XlnJZjc
https://youtu.be/Qj9-jqOAikY
https://youtu.be/FAVKG0I6XXA
https://youtu.be/aV22RVJDxyw
https://youtu.be/U9U34uPjz-g


Weather Report relied on an improvisational sound. 

https://youtu.be/pqashW66D7o

Later in the decade, artists such as Spyro Gyra, 

https://youtu.be/bVDZ5UY_oDw

Chuck Mangione, https://youtu.be/V7dg8vRDM68

George Benson, https://youtu.be/G0e7OyxFsxQ

Jeff Lorber Fusion, the Crusaders, and Steely Dan 

https://youtu.be/ea3Bofkmwlc

added a distinct pop aura to the music, which set off a 

wave of popularity but diluted its influences. As popsters 

Billy Joel and Gerry Rafferty dabbled in the hybrid sound it 

ceased to be jazz or rock altogether.

https://youtu.be/pqashW66D7o
https://youtu.be/bVDZ5UY_oDw
https://youtu.be/V7dg8vRDM68
https://youtu.be/G0e7OyxFsxQ
https://youtu.be/ea3Bofkmwlc


Corporate Rock

Many of the creators of progressive, glitter, heavy 

metal, and southern rock became superstar acts, 

mounting gargantuan live tours, releasing 

mammoth concept albums and double albums, 

and mass marketing promotional items such as 

T-shirts, tour jackets, and posters. The imagery of 

1970s rock—from pyramids and holograms to 

sci-fi and fantasy landscapes to skulls and 

Satan—proved easy to sell, especially to 

teenagers. This gave rise for the first time to the 

idea of rock as a largely corporate product 

rather than a movement or an art form.



As the decade progressed and bands were 

distinguished as much by their logos as by their 

music, an army of groups with interchangeable 

names seemed to invade the market: Foghat, 

Styx, Triumph, Foreigner, Toto, Nazareth, Boston, 

Kansas, and Journey. The ultimate in promoted 

rock came with the release of Peter Frampton's 

live double album Frampton Comes Alive!, 

https://youtu.be/y7rFYbMhcG8 which sold four 

million copies and introduced America to the 

blockbuster album. A host of other multimillion 

sellers soon followed.

https://youtu.be/y7rFYbMhcG8


Foghat Slow Ride  https://youtu.be/mIjZE4kcg_Q

Styx Babe https://youtu.be/M8uGvF79CrA

Triumph Hold On https://youtu.be/T_C5s7wXmn0

Foreigner Feels Like the First Time https://youtu.be/qHDy_b33cCQ

Toto Hold the Line https://youtu.be/htgr3pvBr-I

Nazareth Love Hurts https://youtu.be/soDZBW-1P04

Boston Don’t Look Back https://youtu.be/3VPLOVJ0u94

Kansas Dust in the Wind https://youtu.be/tH2w6Oxx0kQ

Carry On Wayward Son https://youtu.be/2X_2IdybTV0

Journey Wheel in the Sky https://youtu.be/MxGEVIvSFeY

https://youtu.be/mIjZE4kcg_Q
https://youtu.be/M8uGvF79CrA
https://youtu.be/T_C5s7wXmn0
https://youtu.be/qHDy_b33cCQ
https://youtu.be/htgr3pvBr-I
https://youtu.be/soDZBW-1P04
https://youtu.be/3VPLOVJ0u94
https://youtu.be/tH2w6Oxx0kQ
https://youtu.be/2X_2IdybTV0
https://youtu.be/MxGEVIvSFeY


California Rock
Fleetwood Mac soon topped Frampton's record sales 

with their multiplatinum Rumours (1977), the first album 

ever to produce four Top 10 singles. Fleetwood Mac 

exemplified the "California sound" of the 1970s, mixing 

soft, artful ballads with harder-edged rockers. The Eagles' 

trademark, on records such as Hotel California (1976) 

and The Long Run, was decidedly mellow, a kind of burnt-

out, spaced-out rock tinged with country and blues. Led by 

Don Henley, Glenn Frey, and Joe Walsh, the Eagles 

became one of the most successful bands of the decade. 

Another West Coast artist, pop crooner Linda Ronstadt, 

also favored blues and country sounds in songs like "Blue 

Bayou." The slick, highly commercial production on 

Ronstadt's albums contributed to her huge success. 



https://youtu.be/TytGVo1O3_w

Fleetwood Mac  

Don’t Stop

Go Your Own Way

You Make Loving Fun

https://youtu.be/0GN2kpBoFs4

https://youtu.be/iNPQx_Bb2Fo

Linda Rondstat

Blue Bayou https://youtu.be/_qqvdOwoN-Y

https://youtu.be/TytGVo1O3_w
https://youtu.be/0GN2kpBoFs4
https://youtu.be/iNPQx_Bb2Fo
https://youtu.be/_qqvdOwoN-Y


San Francisco rocker Steve Miller had a long 

streak of twangy journeyman hits in the 1970s, 

and Los Angeles singer-songwriter Jackson 

Browne hit the charts as well with his smooth, 

uneventful pop rock. Other immensely popular 

California acts included Loggins and Messina and 

the Doobie Brothers, whose boogie style on hits 

like "Black Water" owed something to the 

southern rock sound. The best of the California 

rockers was Steely Dan, whose jazz-based 

sound produced several influential albums and 

singles in the early 1970s.



Steve Miller  Jet Airliner https://youtu.be/jlFXhigvTvM

The Joker https://youtu.be/FgDU17xqNXo

Jackson Browne  Running on Empty https://youtu.be/oJYRtOPUonA

The Load Out https://youtu.be/7UC4SLsPQic

Loggins and Messina  Your Mama Don’t Dance 

https://youtu.be/VTu4yQH8KBs

Doobie Brothers  Black Water https://youtu.be/KHjs6s6gbKc

Steely Dan  Rikki Don’t Lose That Number 

https://youtu.be/UfZWp-hGCdA

https://youtu.be/jlFXhigvTvM
https://youtu.be/FgDU17xqNXo
https://youtu.be/oJYRtOPUonA
https://youtu.be/7UC4SLsPQic
https://youtu.be/VTu4yQH8KBs
https://youtu.be/KHjs6s6gbKc
https://youtu.be/UfZWp-hGCdA


Top 40 Pop

All the California rockers scored big on the pop 

charts throughout the 1970s. The United States, it 

seemed, wanted to mellow out after the violence 

of Vietnam and the letdowns of the recession

and Watergate. Besides Ronstadt (and 

Fleetwood Mac superstar Stevie Nicks), the 

biggest female vocalists of the decade were 

Barbra Streisand, Diana Ross, Helen Reddy, 

Anne Murray, Carly Simon, Roberta Flack, and 

Olivia Newton-John, all of whom specialized in 

laid-back ballads. 



It was no different for male vocalists: 

James Taylor, Neil Sedaka, Barry Manilow, 

John Denver, Leo Sayer, and Harry Chapin 

all topped the charts regularly with easy-

listening material. The softest, sweetest, 

and most successful balladeers of all were 

the Carpenters, who in the early 1970s 

sold millions of wholesome, smiley, 

squeaky-clean pop records.



Television Pop
Almost as pure were the Osmonds, five brothers 

promoted as the "white Jackson Five" but actually 

closer in spirit to the Cowsills or the Archies. Originally 

popularized on The Andy Williams Show in the late 

1960s, the Osmonds had amazing success with their 

bubblegum hits. The Partridge Family, though equally 

successful, was not even a real group: only television 

mom Shirley Jones and real-life stepson David Cassidy 

sang on their records. https://youtu.be/bb4FMn-IWEY

David's stepbrother Shaun Cassidy had some success 

on the charts later in the decade with his wholesome 

cover versions of old pop songs (and on 

television's Hardy Boys series).

https://youtu.be/bb4FMn-IWEY


Completing the group of "TV pop" were Tony 

Orlando and Dawn and the Captain and Tennille, 

joining Sonny and Cher as Top 40 acts given their 

own weekly variety series. By mid-decade 

themes from television series were regularly 

making the pop charts, including the themes 

from Welcome Back, Kotter; SWAT; Charlie's 

Angels; and Happy Days. Meanwhile, an 

independent record distributor found that heavy 

television advertising could pump new life into the 

previous year's Top 40 hits. K-Tel International's 

pop collections, which crammed as many as 

twelve songs on a side, sold in the millions.



https://youtu.be/xZzEzDkeHzIJohn Sebastian  Welcome Back

Theme from Welcome Back Kotter

Rhythm Heritage  

Theme from SWAT
https://youtu.be/bIVWSjgHUkQ

https://youtu.be/SkhQOva1cNwHenry Mancini

Theme from Charlie’s Angels

https://youtu.be/u6zl5x8r9Bs
Pratt & McLain

Theme from Happy Days

https://youtu.be/xZzEzDkeHzI
https://youtu.be/bIVWSjgHUkQ
https://youtu.be/SkhQOva1cNw
https://youtu.be/u6zl5x8r9Bs


No Heroes
Rock 'n' roll purists, numbed by the banality and pomposity 

of American rock and pop in the 1970s, searched 

constantly for signs of hope that the music would rebound. 

After the Beatles broke up many looked to the solo careers 

of the former members for inspiration but were generally 

disappointed. John Lennon released several strong 

albums, then retreated. George Harrison dabbled in 

mystical pop rock, and Ringo Starr, despite some Top 40 

success, was not vital on his own. The most successful 

was Paul McCartney, but his efforts with Wings were 

increasingly mainstream. Other fans looked to the Rolling 

Stones to carry the rock 'n' roll torch, and they responded 

with excellent new material until they began to drift into 

self-indulgence in the mid-1970s.



Meanwhile, the search went on for new Janis Joplins, new 

Jim Morrisons, new Jimi Hendrixes, and new Bob Dylans. 

Early in the decade Rod Stewart showed promise as a 

raucous, Joplin-style vocalist, but by mid-decade he faded 

into commercial pop. Eric Clapton was embraced by guitar 

fans for his technical abilities, but he was hardly a 

showman. After the breakup of Creedence Clearwater 

Revival, fans looked forward to John Fogerty's solo career, 

but it barely materialized. Neil Young's bitter, honest 

songwriting and unusual singing earned a large cult 

following but little more. Van Morrison likewise never broke 

from his own deeply personal cycle of work, despite his 

sharp talent.



Frank Zappa, whose arty, satiric decadence defied 

categorization, was worshiped by only a small contingent. 

Dylan himself surprised the rock world with two excellent 

comeback albums, then meandered off again. For many 

cult fans, including rock journalists, Springsteen's arrival in 

1973 was transcendent. With his marathon live shows of 

energetic rock and vivid narrative songs (especially on his 

album Born to Run), Springsteen was hailed in the press 

as the future of rock 'n' roll in 1975. But despite the hype 

the public was apathetic. The breakup of the Beatles and 

the 1977 death of Elvis Presley only heightened a sad idea 

for rock purists. Apparently single band or hero could no 

longer ignite—or unite—the pop music world.



Music technology advances that developed in the 1970’s

In Britain options for sound recording where few and 

far between. In 1970 Abby Road still used an eight 

track recorder to record the Beatles. In the same 

year the 16-track recorder was gaining a loyal 

following in America, also Apex announced that the 

24-track recorder to follow but there was little interest 

in it as there was an increased noise level.



Synthesizers in the 70’s were very 

expensive and most musicians and studios 

couldn’t afford MOOG synthesizers. A 

brand called Serge brought out a 

synthesizer that you could build yourself, to 

suit your own needs. These proved a little 

more affordable and opened a new window 

for many musicians.



Advances in electronic circuitry allowed flanging in stereo 

to happen in the 70’s.

The mini moog was released in 1970. Before the release 

of the mini moog the only synths out there where 

modular synthesizers that cost tens of thousands of 

pounds / dollars. These synthesizers where hard to 

understand, hard to play and required hundreds of 

meters of wires to operate and get desired sound. With 

the release of the mini moog, synths because more 

accessible to musicians was they were more 

affordable than the traditional modular synths. Another 

advantage of the mini moog was that it was portable.



In 1976 Yamaha released a 

polyphonic synthesizer.

In 1977 the first sampling synth was 

released. This allowed artists to 

record pre-recorded sounds.



The influence of 70’s music and technology 

in the following decades

Not long after the 70’s were over, it wasn’t 

long before the glam rock influences of the 

70’s began to show. The new rock style of 

the 80’s was influenced by glam rock, it 

wasn’t so much about the influence on 

their music but more so on their fashion 

statements.



Modern day house is heavily influenced by 

70’s disco music. You can clearly hear the 

influence that 70’s disco has made on 

house music by just listening to it. House 

music has adopted the funky rhythms that 

are associated with 70’s disco.



Punk was the most influential genre to come out 

of the 70’s. Still today bands are being 

influenced by original 70’s punk bands e.g. 

Ramones. In the 80’s punk became so popular 

that it began to spilt into many sub-genres, this 

gave rise to pop-punk and alternative rock. The 

Grunge movement of the 90’s was noted to 

have taken several influences from 70’s punk 

music. Although punk was extremely popular it 

wasn’t until the 2000’s that it hit the mainstream 

with bands like Green Day. It is a genre that is 

still going very strong to date.



The production of synthesizers greatly influenced 

music as we know it today. They led to the 

creation of a new genre called Synthpop . 

Synthpop was recognized in the 80’s and its main 

instrument was of course a synthesizer. The 

synthesizer also lead to the new wave of “one 

man bands” , a synthesizer can allow you to 

recreate the sound of almost any instrument 

imaginable . This means that one person can 

compose a piece of music on one instrument, 

instead of getting in musicians to record.



B. J. Thomas "Raindrops Keep Fallin' On My Head"

The Jackson 5 "I Want You Back"

Shocking Blue "Venus"

Sly & the Family Stone "Thank You (Falettinme Be Mice Elf Agin)"

Simon & Garfunkel "Bridge Over Troubled Water"

The Beatles "Let It Be"

The Jackson 5 "ABC"

The Guess Who "American Woman" / "No Sugar Tonight"

Ray Stevens "Everything Is Beautiful"

The Beatles
"The Long and Winding Road" / "For You 

Blue"

1970



The Jackson 5 "The Love You Save"

Three Dog Night "Mama Told Me (Not to Come)"

The Carpenters "(They Long to Be) Close to You"

Bread "Make It with You"

Edwin Starr "War"

Diana Ross "Ain't No Mountain High Enough"

Neil Diamond "Cracklin' Rosie"

The Jackson 5 "I'll Be There"

The Partridge Family "I Think I Love You"

Smokey Robinson & the 

Miracles
"The Tears of a Clown"

George Harrison "My Sweet Lord" / "Isn't It a Pity"

1970 (con’t)



Tony Orlando and Dawn "Knock Three Times"

The Osmonds "One Bad Apple"

Janis Joplin "Me and Bobby McGee"

The Temptations "Just My Imagination (Running Away with Me)"

Three Dog Night "Joy to the World"

The Rolling Stones "Brown Sugar"

The Honey Cone "Want Ads"

Carole King
"It's Too Late" / "I Feel the Earth Move“

Paul Revere & the Raiders

"Indian Reservation 

(The Lament of the Cherokee Reservation 

Indian)"

1971



James Taylor "You've Got a Friend"

Bee Gees "How Can You Mend a Broken Heart"

Paul McCartney & Linda 

McCartney
"Uncle Albert/Admiral Halsey"

Donny Osmond "Go Away Little Girl"

Rod Stewart "Maggie May" / "Reason to Believe"

Cher "Gypsys, Tramps & Thieves"

Isaac Hayes "Theme from Shaft"

Sly and the Family Stone "Family Affair"

Melanie "Brand New Key"

1971 (con’t)



Don McLean "American Pie"

Al Green "Let's Stay Together"

Nilsson "Without You"

Neil Young "Heart of Gold"

America "A Horse with No Name"

Roberta Flack "The First Time Ever I Saw Your Face”

The Chi-Lites "Oh Girl"

The Staple Singers "I'll Take You There"

Sammy Davis Jr. "Candy Man"

Neil Diamond "Song Sung Blue"

1972



Bill Withers "Lean On Me"

Gilbert O'Sullivan "Alone Again (Naturally)"

Looking Glass "Brandy (You're a Fine Girl)"

Three Dog Night "Black and White"

Mac Davis "Baby, Don't Get Hooked on Me"

Michael Jackson "Ben"

Chuck Berry "My Ding-a-ling"

Johnny Nash "I Can See Clearly Now"

The Temptations "Papa Was a Rollin' Stone"

Helen Reddy "I Am Woman"

Billy Paul "Me and Mrs. Jones"

1972 (con’t)



Carly Simon "You're So Vain"

Stevie Wonder "Superstition"

Elton John "Crocodile Rock"

Roberta Flack "Killing Me Softly with His Song"

The O'Jays "Love Train"

Vicki Lawrence "The Night the Lights Went Out in Georgia"

Tony Orlando and Dawn
"Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak 

Tree"

Stevie Wonder "You Are the Sunshine of My Life"

The Edgar Winter Group "Frankenstein"

Paul McCartney and Wings "My Love"

George Harrison "Give Me Love (Give Me Peace On Earth)"

Billy Preston "Will It Go Round in Circles"

Jim Croce "Bad, Bad Leroy Brown"

1973



Maureen McGovern "The Morning After"

Diana Ross "Touch Me in the Morning"

Stories "Brother Louie"

Marvin Gaye "Let's Get It On"

Helen Reddy "Delta Dawn"

Grand Funk "We're an American Band"

Cher "Half-Breed"

The Rolling Stones "Angie"

Gladys Knight & the Pips "Midnight Train to Georgia"

Eddie Kendricks "Keep On Truckin'"

Ringo Starr "Photograph"

The Carpenters "Top of the World"

Charlie Rich "The Most Beautiful Girl"

Jim Croce "Time in a Bottle"

1973 (con’t)



Steve Miller Band "The Joker"

Al Wilson "Show and Tell"

Ringo Starr "You're Sixteen"

Barbra Streisand "The Way We Were"

Love Unlimited Orchestra "Love's Theme"

Terry Jacks "Seasons in the Sun"

Cher "Dark Lady"

John Denver "Sunshine on My Shoulders"

Blue Swede "Hooked on a Feeling"

Elton John "Bennie and the Jets"

MFSB and The Three Degrees "TSOP"

Grand Funk "The Loco-Motion"

Ray Stevens "The Streak"

Paul McCartney and Wings "Band on the Run"

Bo Donaldson and The Heywoods "Billy, Don't Be a Hero"

Gordon Lightfoot "Sundown"

The Hues Corporation "Rock the Boat"

1974



George McCrae "Rock Your Baby"

John Denver "Annie's Song"

Roberta Flack "Feel Like Makin' Love"

Paper Lace "The Night Chicago Died"

Paul Anka and Odia Coates "(You're) Having My Baby"

Eric Clapton "I Shot the Sheriff"

Barry White "Can't Get Enough of Your Love, Babe"

Andy Kim "Rock Me Gently"

Olivia Newton-John "I Honestly Love You"

Billy Preston "Nothing from Nothing"

Dionne Warwick and The 

Spinners
"Then Came You"

Stevie Wonder "You Haven't Done Nothin'"

Bachman-Turner Overdrive "You Ain't Seen Nothing Yet"

John Lennon "Whatever Gets You Thru the Night"

Billy Swan "I Can Help"

Carl Douglas "Kung Fu Fighting"

Harry Chapin "Cat's in the Cradle"

Helen Reddy "Angie Baby"

1974  (con’t)



Elton John "Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds"

Barry Manilow "Mandy"

The Carpenters "Please Mr. Postman"

Neil Sedaka "Laughter in the Rain"

Ohio Players "Fire"

Linda Ronstadt "You're No Good"

Average White Band "Pick Up the Pieces"

Eagles "Best of My Love"

Olivia Newton-John "Have You Never Been Mellow"

The Doobie Brothers "Black Water"

Frankie Valli "My Eyes Adored You"

LaBelle "Lady Marmalade"

Minnie Riperton "Lovin' You"

Elton John "Philadelphia Freedom"

B. J. Thomas "(Hey Won't You Play) Another Somebody Done Somebody Wrong Song"

Tony Orlando and Dawn "He Don't Love You (Like I Love You)"

Earth, Wind & Fire "Shining Star"

Freddy Fender "Before the Next Teardrop Falls"

1975



John Denver "Thank God I'm a Country Boy"

America "Sister Golden Hair"

Captain & Tennille "Love Will Keep Us Together"

Wings "Listen to What the Man Said"

Van McCoy and the Soul City Symphony "The Hustle"

Eagles "One of These Nights"

Bee Gees "Jive Talkin'"

Hamilton, Joe Frank & Reynolds "Fallin' in Love"

KC and the Sunshine Band "Get Down Tonight"

Glen Campbell "Rhinestone Cowboy"

David Bowie "Fame"

John Denver "I'm Sorry" / "Calypso"

Neil Sedaka "Bad Blood"

Elton John "Island Girl"

KC and the Sunshine Band "That's the Way (I Like It)"

Silver Convention "Fly, Robin, Fly"

The Staple Singers "Let's Do It Again"

1975 (con’t)



Bay City Rollers "Saturday Night"

C. W. McCall "Convoy"

Barry Manilow "I Write the Songs"

Diana Ross "Theme from Mahogany (Do You Know Where You're Going To)"

Ohio Players "Love Rollercoaster"

Paul Simon "50 Ways to Leave Your Lover"

Rhythm Heritage "Theme From S.W.A.T."

The Miracles "Love Machine (Part 1)"

The Four Seasons "December 1963 (Oh, What a Night)"

Johnnie Taylor "Disco Lady"

The Bellamy Brothers "Let Your Love Flow"

John Sebastian "Welcome Back"

The Sylvers "Boogie Fever"

Wings "Silly Love Songs"

Diana Ross "Love Hangover"

1976



Starland Vocal Band "Afternoon Delight"

The Manhattans "Kiss and Say Goodbye"

Elton John and Kiki Dee "Don't Go Breaking My Heart"

Bee Gees "You Should Be Dancing"

KC and the Sunshine Band "(Shake, Shake, Shake) Shake Your Booty"

Wild Cherry "Play That Funky Music"

Walter Murphy and the Big Apple Band "A Fifth of Beethoven"

Rick Dees and His Cast of Idiots "Disco Duck (part 1)"

Chicago "If You Leave Me Now"

Steve Miller Band "Rock'n Me"

Rod Stewart "Tonight's the Night (Gonna Be Alright)"

1976 (con’t)



Marilyn McCoo and Billy Davis, Jr. "You Don't Have to Be a Star (To Be in My Show)"

Leo Sayer "You Make Me Feel Like Dancing"

Stevie Wonder "I Wish"

Rose Royce "Car Wash"

Mary MacGregor "Torn Between Two Lovers"

Manfred Mann's Earth Band "Blinded by the Light"

Eagles "New Kid in Town"

Barbra Streisand "Love Theme From 'A Star Is Born' (Evergreen)"

Daryl Hall and John Oates "Rich Girl"

ABBA "Dancing Queen"

David Soul "Don't Give Up on Us"

Thelma Houston "Don't Leave Me This Way"

Glen Campbell "Southern Nights"

Eagles "Hotel California"

1977



Leo Sayer "When I Need You"

Stevie Wonder "Sir Duke"

KC and the Sunshine Band "I'm Your Boogie Man"

Fleetwood Mac "Dreams"

Marvin Gaye "Got to Give It Up (Part 1)"

Bill Conti "Gonna Fly Now (Theme From Rocky)"

Alan O'Day "Undercover Angel"

Shaun Cassidy "Da Doo Ron Ron"

Barry Manilow "Looks Like We Made It"

Andy Gibb "I Just Want to Be Your Everything"

The Emotions "Best of My Love"

Meco "Star Wars Theme/Cantina Band"

Debby Boone "You Light Up My Life"

Bee Gees "How Deep Is Your Love"

1977 (con’t)



Player "Baby Come Back"

Bee Gees "Stayin' Alive"

Andy Gibb "(Love Is) Thicker Than Water"

Bee Gees "Night Fever"

Yvonne Elliman "If I Can't Have You"

Wings "With a Little Luck"

Johnny Mathis and Deniece Williams "Too Much, Too Little, Too Late"

John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John "You're the One That I Want"

Andy Gibb "Shadow Dancing"

The Rolling Stones "Miss You"

Commodores "Three Times a Lady"

Frankie Valli "Grease"

A Taste of Honey "Boogie Oogie Oogie"

Exile "Kiss You All Over"

Nick Gilder "Hot Child in the City"

Anne Murray "You Needed Me"

Donna Summer "MacArthur Park"

Barbra Streisand and Neil Diamond "You Don't Bring Me Flowers"

Chic "Le Freak"

1978



Bee Gees "Too Much Heaven"

Rod Stewart "Da Ya Think I'm Sexy"

Gloria Gaynor "I Will Survive"

Bee Gees "Tragedy"

The Doobie Brothers "What a Fool Believes"

Amii Stewart "Knock on Wood"

Blondie "Heart of Glass"

Peaches & Herb "Reunited"

Donna Summer "Hot Stuff"

Bee Gees "Love You Inside Out"

Anita Ward "Ring My Bell"

1979



Donna Summer "Bad Girls"

Chic "Good Times"

The Knack "My Sharona"

Robert John "Sad Eyes"

Michael Jackson "Don't Stop 'til You Get Enough"

Herb Alpert "Rise"

M "Pop Muzik"

Eagles "Heartache Tonight"

Commodores "Still"

Barbra Streisand and Donna Summer "No More Tears (Enough Is Enough)"

Styx "Babe"

Rupert Holmes "Escape (The Piña Colada Song)"

1979 (con’t)


