Course Syllabus

Band Classes
Gary Gribble, Director of Bands



Josh Rudolph, Associate Director of Bands

Students are assigned to band classes based on demonstrated musical ability. During Fall semester, 9th graders will be assigned to either a ninth grade band class or a percussion class. Individual exceptions will be made for 9th graders who have participated in All State Band or been principal chairs in District Honor Band. 
Auditions will occur during each semester, prior to the registration deadline set by Pope High School for return of course selection materials.

Class activities will include fundamental technical training on tone production, articulations, intonation tendencies, rhythmic reading, stylistic awareness, ensemble blend, ensemble balance, and other topics related to successful individual and collective musical development and performance.

Each class is performance-based, and will have between one and three major performances during a semester. Attendance at performances is expected. There will be occasional after school rehearsals, most notably during preparation for the Fall Concert, Winter performances and Fine Arts Showcase Concert, and in the early stages of preparation for the GMEA District Band Large Group Performance Evaluation (LGPE). Schedules will be distributed well in advance so that conflicts with rehearsal time can be minimized.

Each class will be assigned projects consisting of one-on-one performance of fundamental exercises or literature excerpts for a band director. There will be approximately 8 project grades per semester. Auditions and Final Exams also constitute a portion of the overall grade for each semester. 
Students are expected to have their instrument, in full working condition, during every class period/rehearsal. Students are expected to maintain their music folder and to have all sheet music and/or method books at each rehearsal. Students are expected to be in their seat with all necessary equipment/materials by one minute past the tardy bell. Class periods will include demonstrations, question and answer sessions, and lecture in addition to rehearsal. Students are required to be attentive and to give both the instructor and their fellow students their undivided attention during the learning process.

Complete calendars for the year may be found by visiting the band website:      www.popeband.com
Please visit the Pope Band Facebook Page and “like” Pope Band. We use this simply as a means of sharing photos of recent events and updating info on activities. We do not use the site for dialogue. You will not get any “spam”.
We send regular band newsletters and email blasts. Please read (not simply delete) the emails!  We can send out all levels of information, but YOU must accept, read, and understand the material. Please keep us aware of your most current email address!  Please sign up through “CHARMS” on the band website so that your family is included on all correspondence, fundraiser updates, etc. 
We also use “Remind” as a means of distributing information on band activities. You must subscribe to this text service. 
Competition Marching Band Parents text:   @mrrudo to 81010

(you will receive ALL band related messages for marching and concert bands)

If you prefer e-mail to text messages, send an email to:   mrrudo@mail.remind.com
Friday Night Marching Band Parents text:       @fnb to 81010
(you will receive all Friday Night Band and concert band messages)

If you prefer email to text messages, send an email to:  fnb@mail.remind.com
Concert Only Parents (student not in either marching band) text:  @coparents  to 81010

(you will only receive concert band messages)

If you prefer email to text messages, send an email to: coparents@mail.remind.com
Students text:     @popeband to 81010

(you will receive ALL band messages)

If you prefer email to text messages, send an email to: popeband@mail.remind.com
Private instruction is encouraged, and we do have several lesson teachers who are based at Pope on weekday evenings. There are also many qualified teachers in the community. E-mail a band director or check the band website www.popeband.com  for details. You can use the “Conservatory” link on the band website to sign up for lessons at Pope. Gary.gribble@cobbk12.org    Joshua.rudolph@cobbk12.org  

